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Isle  of  Sheppey 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health.) 

JOINT  COMMITTEE 
1  936: 


Chairman  : 


W.  J.  HOUNSELL. 


Members  I 

Queenborough  Town  Council : 

G.  R.  STEVENS,  J.P. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  WEEKES,  J.P. 

Sheerness  Urban  District  Council: 

Mrs.  A.  DURANT,  J.P. 

Mrs.  F.  RATCLIFF. 

R.  W.  RULE, 

W.  J.  HOUNSELL, 

F.  CASSELL. 

Sheppey  Rural  District  Council: 
H.  C.  LOVE,  J.P. 

A.  H.  FISHER. 


Clerk  : 

HORACE  V.  STALLON,  Solicitor. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  C.  D.  HILLS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.CP.,  D.P.H.Lond, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICES, 


TRINITY  ROAD, 
SHEERNESS. 
March,  1937. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ISLE  OF 
SHEPPEY  JOINT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  in  former  years,  the  three  areas  comprised  in  your  Joint 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  District  are  reported  upon  in  detail  under 
the  separate  Authorities. 

Rainfall,  which  was  viewed  with  apprehension  in  1935  has  been 
exceeded  in  1936.  The  average  rainfall  for  these  districts  is  approxi¬ 
mately  20  inches  and  in  1936  was  slightly  over  24  inches.  No  special 
ill  effects  were  experienced,  with  the  exception  of  a  tendency  to 
rheumatism,  but  that  not  in  severe  forms. 

The  prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  especially  as  regards  the 
acute  Infectious  Diseases,  Scarlet  lever  and  Diphtheria,  continues  at 
a  low  figure.  Measles  w'as  very  prevalent  throughout  the  Island  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  there  was  a  slight  outbreak  of  IVhoop- 
ing  Cough  at  the  same  time.  Despite  the  damp  conditions  however, 
pulmonary  diseases  have  not  been  unduly  prevalent,  and  the  health  of 
the  community  has  been  maintained  at  a  high  level. 

The  Water  Supply  and  Drainage  of  all  Districts  have  been  satis¬ 
factory,  and  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  from  severe  shortage  of 
water,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  within  bounds 
by  careful  conservation,  and  in  future  years  this  should  be  met  by 
larger  storage  capacity  and  greater  production. 

Housing  generally  has  made  satisfactory  progress,  although  in 
many  instances  the  owners  of  properties  have  very  loose  ideas  as  to  what 
constitutes  satisfactory  repairs  when  reconditioning  property.  Recondi¬ 
tioning  a  house  is  not  patching  and  small  repairs  but  means  making  it 
nearly  as  good  as  new  ;  new  ceilings,  not  patched  ones  ;  new  roofs 
where  tiles  are  perished  from  age  ;  washing  old  tiles  over  with  cement 
is  not  reconditioning.  Moreover  the  sanitary  requirements  must  be 
brought  up  to  date  ;  tins  entails  the  jn-ovision  of  larders,  properly  ven¬ 
tilated  and  weather-proof  wash-houses,  copper  and  sink. 

Health  Legislation  has  kept  the  Staffs  busy  all  the  year  to  keep  up 
with  the  advance,  and  with  Overcrowding  and  Housing  generally,  every 
minute  has  been  well  employed 
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I  thank  you  for  your  continued  confidence,  which  you  have  shown 
by  extending  rny  service  under  you  for  a  further  twelve  months.  It  will 
be  my  endeavour  now,  as  in  the  past,  to  keep  the  work  up  to  date  so 
that  in  handing  over  my  duties  to  my  successor  he  may  find  it  as  easy 
as  possible. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  since  1922  many  changes  have 
taken  place,  and  the  period  has  been  one  of  steady  progress.  If  a 
choice  had  to  be  made,  I  think  we  might  point  to  the  Rural  District 
as  having  made  the  greatest  progress,  as  was  perhaps  to  be  expected. 
The  general  tendency  is  to  migrate  to  that  District,  which  means  in¬ 
creased  building,  and  this  has  been  encouraged  by  large  Drainage  im¬ 
provements  and  a  better  Water  Supply.  The  Urban  District  has  ad¬ 
vanced  in  all  directions,  social  amenities.  Drainage,  Water  Supply 
and  Housing,  especially  when  one  remembers  that  when  I  came  in  1922 
the  present  beautiful  Sea  Front  was  then  a  disreputable  mass  of  ash 
and  clinkers.  The  Borough  of  Queenborough  is  somewhat  slower  but 
has  advanced  in  the  last  few  years  and  is  becoming-  a  far  more  live  factor 
in  Health  activities. 

I  thank  you  again  for  your  courtesy,  assistance  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  shall  lay  down  my  Office  with  all  good  hopes  for  the  continued 
good  health  and  prosperity  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey. 


I  am. 


♦ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  C.  D.  HILLS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1936.  (Provincial  figures.) 
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Chairman  :  A.  G.  COATS,  J.P. 
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Pulilic  Health  OlTiccs, 

Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness. 
March,  1937. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
SHEERNESS  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Progress  has  been  steady  during  the  year  in  all  the  Health  Activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Town. 

New  houses  have  been  considered  but  building  has  not  been  put 
into  effect  as  it  became  evident  from  the  large  amount  of  building  in 
adjoining  districts  and  the  migration  of  inhabitants  of  your  area,  that 
the  number  of  houses  required  would  be  materiallj'^  reduced.  Housing 
in  1938  will  arrive  at  the  final  stage  of  the  Five  Years  Scheme  and 
should  then  allow  of  some  effective  developments  in  Blue  Town  and  im¬ 
provements  in  Mile  Town,  in  which  areas,  Clearance  Orders  will  prob¬ 
ably  best  solve  the  problem. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  satisfactory  although  considerable 
care  had  to  be  exercised  in  the  summer  months. 

Infectious  Diseases  continue  to  be  well  under  control  and  the 
serious  types  of  Diphtheria  and  sore  throat  which  were  present  in  the 
last  year  to  a  small  extent,  have  not  been  apparent  this  year. 

Your  Council  has  recently  been  considering  plans  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  your  Swimming  Bath,  and  while  these  mark  a  great  im¬ 
provement  by  the  provision  of  purifying  plant,  I  would  suggest  an 
important  omission  has  been  made  in  that  no  hot  baths  are  suggested. 
More  than  two-thirds  of  this  Town  have  no  baths  in  the  houses,  and 
with  the  hoped  for  increase  of  visitors,  provision  for  hot  baths  is  equal¬ 
ly  essential  to  increase  the  amenities  and  iiopularity  of  the  place  as 
well  as  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Your  streets  from  the  point  of  view  of  scavenging,  drainage  and 
cleanliness  are  satisfactory. 

In  general,  your  Council  can  view  with  satisfaction  the  Health 
of  the  Sheerness  Urban  District  for  the  past  year  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  fear  that  this  hai)py  condition  and  continued  progress  will  not 
continue. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  C.  D.  HILLS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Qfil 

Population  estimated  for  1935  by  Registrar-General  for 
purpose  of : — 

Birth  Rate  15,950 

Death  Rate  15,950 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1936  ...  ...  ...  4,234 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £99,616 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £393 


No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  civilian  [)npulation  and  the 
chief  industrial  occupation  remains  the  Dockyard. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births— 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Legitimate 

197 

92 

105 

of  the  estimated  resi¬ 

Illegitimate 

10 

2 

8 

dent  population  ..  13.0 

Stillbirths— 

12 

9 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births  54.8 

Deaths — 

188 

94 

94 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 
of  the  estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  ...  11.8 

Deaths  from 

puerperal 

causes : — 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

4.5 

Other  puerperal  causes 

1 

4.5 

Total 

2 

9.1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  29.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  30.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0.0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  I 

Deaths  from  Whoojjing  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  0 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1936. 

MALES. 


Net  deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring 
within  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  1 

2  years  1 

1  2  and  under 

5  years 

5  and  under 

15  years 

15  and  under 

25  years 

25  and  under 

45  years 

45  and  under 

65  years 

65  and 

upwards 

1  Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2  Measles 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6  Influenza 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

7  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8  Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira- 

tory  System 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11  Syphilis 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

12  General  Paralysis 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

9 

14  Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc. . . 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

16  Heart  Disease  ... 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

15 

17  Aneurysm 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

7 

19  Bronchitis 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

20  Pneumonia  all  forms 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc,  under  2  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

24  Appendicitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26  Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Prema- 

ture  Birth,  Malformations,  etc 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32  Senility 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

w 

33  Suicide 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

34  Other  deaths  from  violence  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

36  Causes  ill-defined 

or  unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 

93 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

8 

26 

48 

CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1930. 

FEMALES. 


Net  deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  wliether  occurring 
vvitliin  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  I 

2  year.s  | 

2  and  under 

5  years 

5  and  under 
15  years 

15  and  under 
25  years 

25  and  under 
45  years 

45  and  under 
65  years 

65  and 

upwards 

1  Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2  Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6  Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8  Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira- 

tory  System 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11  Syphilis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12  General  Paralysis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

4 

14  Diabetes 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

15  Cerebral  Hcemorrhage  etc.  .. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

16  Heart  Disease  ... 

28 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

19 

17  Aneurysm 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 

19  Bronchitis 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

20  Pneumonia  all  forms 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

23  Diarrhcea.  etc,  under  2  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

24  Appendicitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26  Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Prema- 

ture  Birth,  Malformations,  etc 

3 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32  Senility 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

33  Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

34  Other  deaths  from  violence 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

12 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

7 

36  Causes  ill-defined 

or  unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 

95 

4 

1 

0 

1 

2 

10 

27 

50 
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r.ENKHAL  PHOVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAJ.  AUTHORITY. 

Meilical  Officei'  df  Health,  W.  C.  U.  HILLS,  M. R.C.S., 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  Officer.  L.R. C.  P.,  D.P.H.,  Lond. 

Infant  Welfare  Officer. 

Sanitary  Inspector.  W.  J.  TERRILL,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  and 

Meat  and  lood  Certificate.  A{)pointed 
12th  September,  1927. 

Health  Visitor  and  Infant  Miss  R.  A.  BROWN,  Health  Visitor’s 
Welfare  Superintendent.  Certificate,  R.S.L,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N.,  T.A.N.S. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

LETHBRIDGE  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  assisted 
by  small  payments  from  patients.  The  Nursing  Home  is  provided  by 
the  Association  and  centrally  situated  in  the  main  street  of  Sheerness. 
Three  fully  qualified  nurses,  certified  midwives,  live  at  the  Home,  52, 
The  Broadway,  Sheerness. 

Secretary  -  Mrs.  E.  M.  Lambe,  Bank  House,  Sheerness. 

NURSING  DIVISION. 

ST.  JOHN  AMBULANCE  BRIGADE. 

Home  nursing  is  assisted  by  the  ladies  of  this  Division.  Assist¬ 
ance  is  also  rendered  at  the  Orthoptedic  Clinic,  held  at  the  Welfare 
premises. 

Secretary  :  Mrs.  COX,  4  Alexandra  Road,  Sheerness. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  is  no  provision  for  the  nursing  of  notifiable  or  non-notifiable 
diseases  in  the  Home^  The  Health  Visitor  is  able  by  her  access  to 
various  houses  and  her  acquaintance  with  the  presence  of  infants,  to 
keep  in  touch  with  those  suffering  from  measles  and  whooping  cough. 

HOSPITALS. 

General.  Infectious.  Tuberculosis. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  above  during  1936. 

MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 

Cliff  House  Maternity  Home,  which  is  situated  in  the  Sheppey 
Rural  District  and  distant  from  Sheerness  about  two  miles  is  adminis¬ 
tered  under  the  authority  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee.  Se[)ar- 
ate  wai'ds  are  available  for  paying  and  free  patients.  Cases  in  houses 
that  ai'e  lujt  considered  to  be  fit  foi'  confimnnents,  am  also  being  sent 
to  the  free  wards  from  Shcei'iiess,  on  the  recommendation  t)f  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health.  It  is  most  encouraging  to  note  the  laige  increase 
in  the  numbers  of  patients  of  all  classes  who  are  availing  themselves 
of  this  Maternity  Home. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

No  alteration  has  been  reciuired  in  the  arraiigenients  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  infectious  or  otlier  cases  of  disease  oi'  accident. 

iNFEOTiors  Cases. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  are  removed  to 
Keycol  Hill  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  Sittinghourne,  which  is  dis¬ 
tant  fiom  Sheer.ness  about  nine  miles.  Such  cases  are  charged  to  the 
Sheerness  Urban  District,  under  agreement,  at  the  rate  of  44/-  per  week 
per  case  and  a  removal  fee  of  21;-  per  removal.  There  is  no  provision 
for  the  removal  of  cases  of  Measles.  Cerebro  Spinal  Me.ningitis  may  also 
be  treated  at  Keycol  Hill  Hospital  but  the  cost  is  not  settled  by  agree¬ 
ment. 

Non-Infeotious  Cases  and  Accidents. 

There  are  two  Ambulances  in  Sheerness,  one  the  property  of  the 
Sheerness  tli'ban  District  Council  and  the  other  belonging  to  the  local 
St.  John  Ambulance  Division. 

Both  Ambulances  are  worked  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Division 
and  are  kei)t  on  the  Council  premises. 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Isle  of  Sheppey  Corps.  Sheerness-on-Sea  Division. 

Divisional  Surgeon-  Dr.  Matthew  de  Lacey. 

Divisional  Superintendent — -Mr.  W.  Broad,  13  Marine  Parade,  Sheerness. 

Secretary — Mr.  C.  H.  Hine,  34  Vincent  Gardens,  Sheerness. 

Corps  Transport  Officer — Mr.  W.  A.  Rudd.  Tel:  Sheerness  111. 

Transport  Duties. 

Accident  and  Invalid  Removals  ...  ...  ...  751 

Mileage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21,916  miles 

SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

DENTAL,  OPHTHALMIC  AND  TUBERCULOSIS, 
and  INFANT  WELFARE. 


Clinic 

Address 

Authority 

Day 

Time 

Remarls 

InfantWelfare 

Marine  I’arade 
Sheerness 

Sheerness  Ur¬ 
ban  Distiict 
Council 

Tuesday  1 
Friday  | 

2.30 

to 

4  30 

Ante-Natal 

>5 

)» 

Thursday 

10  a.m. 

School 

Granville  Villa 
Sheerness 

Kent  County 
Council 

Saturday 

9.30  to 
11.30 

Ophthalmic... 

>* 

Monday 

1 

o 

By  appointment 

Dental 

n 

»» 

Wednesdays 
and  Fridays 

10—4 

»»  »> 

Tuberculosis 

n 

1  j 

Thursday 

11—1 

Venereal 

61  .Alma  Road, 
Sheerness 

1 ) 

Saturday 

Men : 

11  to 
12noon 

Orthopseciic... 

Sheerness 
InfantWelfare, 
Marine  Parade 

Monday 

women 

12noon 

to 

1  p.m 
11am 

Surgeon  attends  1st 
&  3rd  Mon  day. s  in 
each  montli.  The 
Nurse  attends  every 
Monday. 

% 
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SANITARY  LEdlSLATION. 

ADOrTIVE  ACTS. 

Tlu'  umlor-incMtioned  Acts  liavc  already  Ixicii  adopted  by  the 
Urban  District: — 

The  Ratlis  and  Wash  liouses  Act,  181!).  (Gtli  June,  1905). 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  (lOtli  Jan.,  1891). 

Public  Health  Acts  Aniendnient  Act,  1890  Part  3.  (13th  Jan., 

1891). 

The  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907.  (25th  Feb.,  1908). 

The  Health  Resorts  and  Watering  Places  Act,  1921. 

Parts  2,  3,  5,  G,  and  10  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  were,  by  order  of  the  Local  Covernment  Board  dated 
5th  July,  1910,  declared  to  be  in  force,  subject  to  the  condi¬ 
tions  and  adaptations  set  out  in  such  Order,  within  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Sheerness,  as  from  23rd  August,  1910. 

Parts  7,  8,  and  9,  were,  by  Order  of  one  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  dated  10th  December,  1909,  applied  to 
the  Urban  District. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  (Nov.,  1926). 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Sec.  2  (1)  adopted  Nov.  28th,  1933. 

BYE-LAWS. 

L  Tents,  vans,  sheds  and  similar  structures  used  for  human 
habitation. 

2.  The  management  of  Public  Sanitary  Co.nveniences. 

3.  Decent  conduct  of  persons  using  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

4.  Drainage  of  existmg  buildings. 

5.  New  streets  and  buildings  and  alterations  of  buildings. 

6.  Removal  of  house  refuse. 

7.  Nuisances  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  offensive  and 
noxious  matters. 

8.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

9.  Pleasure  boats  and  vessels. 

10.  Hackney  Carriages. 

11.  Omnibuses. 

12.  Regulation  of  Seashore. 

13.  Public  Bathing. 

14.  Bye-laws  for  Offensive  Trades,  1926.  (Fish  friers  and  Marine 
Store  Dealers). 

15.  Bye-laws  for  SlaughterHouses  (revised),  approved  by  Minis¬ 
try,  November,  1928. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  are  three  Midwives  piactising  in  the  Urban  District. 

.MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  two  cases  of  Matei'iial  Mortality.  Both  cases  received 
every  possible  attention  and  there  was  no  delay  in  treatment  or  diag¬ 
nosis. 


f 

24 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE  AND 
ANTE -NATAL  CLINIC. 

Medical  Officer  :  Dr.  Hills,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Visitor  :  Miss  R.  A.  Rrow.ii,  R.S.L,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 

Marine  Parade  :  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  2.30  to  4  p.m. 

Ante-natal  Clinics,  Marine  Parade  :  Thursdays  10  a.m. 

The  work  of  your  Welfare  Centre  has  been  conthiued  regularly 
and  although  the  numbers  attending  show  a  slight  fall,  the  ages  of  the 
children  attending  have  been  improved  and  a  more  thorough  survey  of 
those  children  about  to  enter  school  life  has  been  possible. 

The  numbers  attending  the  Blue  Town  Welfare  continued  very 
small  and  consisted  mainly  of  old  and  loyal  adherents,  new  mothers 
attending  only  in  a  small  minority.  Your  Committee  therefore  decided 
in  December,  1935,  to  discontinue  the  Blue  Town  Centre  which  was 
accordingly  done.  The  result  has  proved  the  correctness  of  the  lie- 
cision,  the  old  adherents  as  well  as  the  new  mothers  fiom  that  area 
attending  equally  as  well,  if  not  better  at  the  large  centre  in  Marine 
Town.  This  has  also  saved  a  lot  of  time  both  for  the  Medical  ( )fficer 
and  also  the  Health  Visitor,  to  whom  it  has  given  another  afternoon 
for  visiting. 

The  attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  continue  to  be  very 
disappointing,  the  number  being  slightly  reduced,  but  on  the  other 
hand  there  are  30  less  births  in  the  area  and  Sheerness  is  not  alone  in 
low  numbers  attending  Ante-Natal  Clinics.  Low  attendances  are  com¬ 
mon  everywhere  except  in  large  industrial  districts,  and  it  will  only 
be  increased  by  constant  propaganda  and  education  ;  it  may  be  mater¬ 
ially  increased  with  the  assistance  of  the  Midwives  who  will  be  employ¬ 
ed  under  the  new’  Midwives  Act.  It  is  perhaps  only  logical  to  infer 
that  a  mother  with  two  to  six  children  considers  she  does  not  require 
advice,  although  this  is  a  fallacy.  New  mothers  have  not  this  experi¬ 
ence,  and  it  is  from  them  that  we  hope  to  secure  a  larger  attendance 
at  these  clinics. 

The  standard  of  health  of  the  children  making  attendances  is  a 
satisfactory  one  and  with  the  attention  they  now  obtain  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  teeth,  nose  and  throat  and  Orthopnedic  treatment,  are  better 
fitted  to  receive  the  benefis  of  the  educational  facilities. 

The  use  of  the  Home  Help  scheme  has  been  disappointing.  One 
application  only  was  made.  As  the  scheme  becomes  better  known  it 
may  be  hoped  that  more  full  use  will  be  made  of  it.  The  women  placed 
on  the  register  are  those  approved  by  the  Medical  Officer  after  inspec¬ 
tion  and  approval  of  the  District  Nursing  Association  and  the  Health 
Visitor. 

The  Health  Visitor  has  again  at  the  request  of  the  Head  Teacher 
of  the  Senior  Girls’  School,  given  lectures  to  these  girls  and  they  have 
met  with  much  ai)i)reciation. 

Short  talks  have  been  continued  by  your  Medical  Officer  on  the 
Welfare  afternoons  but  not  regularly  as  required  by  circumstances. 
The  numl)er  of  children  who  requiie  examination  is  often  of  more  im- 
poi'tance  and  restricts  the  time  available.  Personal  ami  individual 
advice  to  the  mother  is  most  imi?ortant  and  it  is  therefore  at  times 
absolutely  necessary  to  curtail  the  number  of  talks. 


SPECIAL  THE  ATM  ENT. 


Ortho|)U3(lic — 

At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  13 

At  Orthopicdic  Hospital  ...  ...  2 

Dental — 

Mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ophthalmic — 

Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids— 

Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

^liss  Brown  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following  figures: — 
Number  of  births  notified  as  adjusted  by  any  transferred  notifications: 


Live  Births  -  203.  Still  Births  -  7.  Total  -  210. 

By  Midwives  -  143.  By  Doctors  and  parents  -  67. 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor: — 

To  expectant  mothers — 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

To  children  under  one  year  of  age — 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  588 

To  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years — 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  950 

FEEDING. 

Breast-fed  children  ...  ...  ...  108 

Artificially  fed  children  ...  ...  102 

FOODS  ISSUED  FREE. 

Fresh  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  3041  gallons 

Artificial  Milk  (dried)  ...  ...  ...  403  lbs. 

ATTENDANCES  AT  WELFARES. 

By  children  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  1271 

By  children  between  1  aiid  5  yeai’s  ...  ...  3088 

Total  number  of  childi'cn  attending  for  the  first  time  : 

Under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Between  1  and  5  yeai’s  ...  ...  ...  67 

Tolal  iiuniber  of  children  who  wcmi^  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year: 
Undei'  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Between  1  and  5  years  ...  ...  ...  239 


ANTE -NATAL  CLINICS. 

All  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  provitled  by  tlie  Council  and  the  sessions 


are  held  at  the  Welfare  Centre  on  Thursdays  or  by  siiecial  arrangement. 
Total  .number  of  attendances  by  e.xpectant  inothers  ...  138 

Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  33 

CONSULTATIONS  WITH  MEDICAL  OEEICEE  AT  WELEAIIE. 

Number  of  cliildren  1  to  5  years  of  age  attending  ...  240 

Number  of  consultations  ...  ...  ...  ...  331 

Number  of  children  under  1  years  of  age  attending  ...  75 

Number  of  consultations  ...  ...  ...  ...  420 

Total  number  of  consultations  by  Medical  Officer  ...  751 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT,  1932. 

Homes  for  Foster  Children  are  registered  by  the  Sheerness  Urban 
District  and  are  visited  and  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  four  Registered  Foster 
Mothers  and  four  children. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  by  permission 
of  the  Urban  District  and  is  under  the  Control  of  the  Kent  County 
Council. 

The  Clmic  is  held  every  Monday,  the  Orthopredic  Surgeon  attends 
every  first  and  third  Mondays,  and  the  Nurse  every  Monday.  The  Nurse 
instructs  in  massage  and  sees  that  the  Surgeon’s  instructions  are  car¬ 
ried  out.  The  Nursing  Rranch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  pro¬ 
vides  nurses  to  attend  at  each  session  of  the  Clinic  and  gives  valuable 
help  voluntarily. 

Children  attend  from  all  districts  on  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  and  also 
from  Sittingbourne. 

Children  are  referred  for  treatment  from  the  Welfare,  from  the 
local  Schools  and  from  the  Clinics. 

The  total  atte.ndances  at  the  Clinic  from  all  Districts  was  801. 
Of  this  number  13  children  were  referred  for  treatment  there  from  the 
Sheerness  Infant  Welfare  and  made  a  total  attendance  of  70  visits. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS, 
ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  AND  HOMELESS  CHILDREN. 

There  is  no  provision  made  by  the  Authoiity  foi-  the  above  but 
owing  to  tlip  Infirmary  situated  at  Minster,  two  miles  distant  and  now 
under  the  administi'ation  of  the  Kent  Public  Assistance  Committee,  all 
such  cases  receive  due  attention  and  care. 


MATEKNITY  AND  NUUSINCJ  HOMES. 
Nil. 


METEOROJ.OOY. 

Tlic  .Mc'tt'orolofrical  Station  inaintaiiic'd  at  tiie  SlicoiMies.s  Council 
Offices  is  I'cpoi'ted  in  detail  at  the  end  of  tliis  repoi  t. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  Water  Supply  during  1930  was  efficient  and  with  careful  con¬ 
servation  in  the  sunnner  months  proved  adequate.  Whether  the  pres¬ 
ent  bores  will  be  sufficient  to  continue  an  adequate  supply  is  a  matter 
for  consideration,  especially  as  increased  bathing  accommodation  in 
private  houses  and  an  increased  population  from  various  sources  must 
mean  a  greatly  increased  consumption. 

The  new  machinery  continues  to  be  satisfactory  and  certain  de¬ 
fects  complained  of  by  some  residents  to  noise  from  such  machinery 
has  now  been  effectively  abated.  For  many  years  we  have  been  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  a  Constant  Water  Supply  ;  such  a  supply  is  now  pres¬ 
ent  throughout  the  District  and  must  before  long  begin  to  make  its 
presence  appreciated. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  of  the  town  is  water-borne  and  is  of  modern 
type  and  very  efficient.  The  cajiacity  of  the  disposal  is  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  the  population  for  some  years  to  come. 

Despite  the  heavy  rainfalls  the  drainage  system  has  proved  ade¬ 
quate  to  prevent  nuisance  from  flooding. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  only  stream  in  the  distinct  is  the  Fleet,  which  has  its  exit  into 
the  sea  and  acts  also  to  convey  the  flood  water  from  the  adjacent  Rural 
District. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  SCAVENGING. 

House  Refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly  by  means  of  covered  Motor 
V'^ehicles  and  Trade  Refuse  by  arrangement  as  required.  All  such  refuse 
is  now  conveyed  to  the  Destructor  on  the  Council  jiremises,  where  it  is 
effectively  dealt  with  or  is  disposed  of  by  dumping  under  satisfactory 
conditions. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

.Mr.  Wh  .1.  Terrill,  youi'  Sanitary  1  nsiiector,  has  as  in  previous  years 
and  in  accordance  with  Art.  19  of  tin*  Sanitary  Officer’s  Ordei',  192(), 
reported  to  me  co.ncerning  tlie  year’s  work. 


28 


t 

TAJiUl.AR  STATEMENT  OE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1936. 

A  total  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve  inspections  and 
visits  have  been  made  as  follows  : — 


Visits  and 

re-visits  in  connection  with  complaints  received. 

housing  mspections 

and  supervision  of  works  in  progress 

928 

Number  of 

inspections  of  slaughter-houses 

145 

)) 

yy 

meat  shops 

194 

5  > 

yy 

grocery  and  provision  shops 

11 

n 

y  y 

wet  fish  shops 

39 

> ) 

yy 

fried  fish  shops 

22 

5  > 

yy 

ice  cream  shops 

7 

5) 

y  y 

dairies,  milkshoi^s,  etc.  ... 
fruit  shops 

33 

>  ) 

yy 

21 

>  ) 

y  y 

cooked  meat  shops 

29 

)  y 

yy 

restaurants  and  tea  rooms 

12 

j ) 

yy 

bakehouses 

8 

y  y 

yy 

factories 

5 

yy 

yy 

woi’kshops  (other  than  bakehouses) 

11 

yy 

yy 

workplaces 

1 

y  y 

yy 

outworkers’  premises 

0 

y  y 

yy 

premises  where  infectious  disease  has 
been  notified 

22 

y  y 

y  y 

visits  re  disinfection 

41 

y  y 

y  y 

houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housmg  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ... 

24 

yy 

yy 

commo,n  lodging  houses 

0 

yy 

yy 

marine  stores 

2 

yy 

yy 

stables 

2 

y  y 

y  y 

mosquito  suppression 

48 

COMPLAINTS. 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  investigated  during  the  year  61 

ABRIDGED  SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EXECUTED  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

The  drainage  of  18  premises  has  been  wholly  or  partially 


reconstructed  upon  modern  principles. 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Drains,  water  closets,  sewers  and  gullies  cleared  ...  ...  9 

Inspection  chambers  built  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Interceptors  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ventilation  shafts  fixed  or  i-epaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Glazed  stoneware  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  9 

Waste  ])ipes  renewed,  lepaired,  disconnected  or  trapped  ...  9 


A  considerable  number  of  short  lengths  of  new  drains  have  been 
laid  for  ventilation  shaft  connections,  new  gullies,  etc. 
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WATER  CLOSETS 

New  pedestal  pans  of  sanitary  pattern  fixed  ...  ...  22 

Hingctl  or  other  open  seats  provided  in  lieu  of  insanitary  seats...  22 
Flushing  apparatus  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Flushing  apjiaratus  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dilapidated  W^C.  buildings  rejiaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  6 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Internal  water  supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Draw  off  taps  provided  over  sinks  ...  ...  ...  9 

CLEANLINESS. 

Dirty  rooms,  etc.,  cleansed,  liniewashed,  etc.  (approx.)  ...  2 

Verminous  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  14 


HOUSE  REFUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

54  standard  receptacles  have  been  provided  during  the  year  under 
notice  to  owners,  but  in  addition,  many  have  bee.n  supplied  by  owners  or 
agents  to  supplant  defective  ones  without  notice  being  required. 

Another  item  to  be  reviewed  is  the  lack  of  care  of  the  receptacles 
on  the  part  of  the  householders.  They  seem  to  co,nsider  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  scavenger  to  cleanse  the  receptacle,  but  this  is  not  so  •  their 
responsibility  ceases  with  the  removal  of  the  contents,  which  should  be 
thorough  however. 

Householders  should  see  to  it  that  the  receptacle  is  scraped  out, 
washed  out  and  dried  periodically,  in  order  to  maintain  it  in  a  sanitary 
condition. 

When  all  householders  comply  with  this  advice,  this  very  import¬ 
ant  item  of  the  sanitation  of  the  town  may  be  regarded  as  100  per  cent, 
perfect  due  to  the  efficient  organisation  and  supervision  now'  prevailing. 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS. 


Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Gutters  repaired,  cleansed  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  11 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired,  cleansed  or  renewed  ...  ...  1 

Stoves,  etc.,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  plaster  renew'ed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Weatherboarding  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Window  sash-cords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Window  frames  and  sills  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Walls  repaired  or  repainted  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chimney  stacks  and  hues  rejjaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


GENERAL. 

Accumulations  removed 

Nuisances  arising  from  animals  abated 


5 

3 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NUISANCES  FOUND 

DRAINAGE. 

Water  closets  without  sufficient  light  or  ventilation  ...  ...  G 

Water  closet  buildings  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  6 

DAMPNESS. 


Roofs  defective 

11 

Walls  defective 

5 

Gutters  defective  or  not  provided 

11 

Rain  water  pipes  defective 

1 

REFUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

Houses  without  a  proper  receptacle  ...  ...  ...  54 


LACK  OF  REPAIRS. 


Number  of  premises  with  defective 


n 

n 

5?  n 


5 

5  J  JJ 

??  M 

»  5  ?  J 


plaster  of  walls  or  ceilings 

floors 

windows 

window  sash  cords 
doors  ... 

stoves  and  cooking  ranges 
coppers 

or  dangerous  walls 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Accumulations 

Smoke  nuisances  from  short  chimneys 
Animals  not  kept  satisfactorily  ... 

Rats  infesting  premises 
Number  of  dirty  rooms  (approx.) 
Verminous  premises  ... 

Offensive  smells  in  rooms 


10 

3 

3 
9 
2 

4 
3 
1 


5 

1 

3 

9 

2 

14 

3 


DRAIN  TESTING. 


Tests  api)lied  with  Council’s  drain  testing  machine 


27 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 


No.  in 
District 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

visits  in 
1936 

defects 

found 

defects 

remedied 

Bakehouses 

5 

8 

0 

0 

Dairies  ...  ...  \ 

Milkshops...  ...  / 

Slaughterhouses: 

10 

33 

0 

0 

Registered 

51 

145 

1 

1 

Licensed 

1/ 

Other  food  preparing  premises  :  ... 

Fried  Fish-shops  ... 

Cooked  Meat-shops 

252 

0 

0 

Fresh  Meat-shops... 

19) 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Housing  let  in  Lodgings 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Factories  ... 

13  i 

Workshops 

50 ) 

17 

0 

0 

Workplaces 

5) 

NUISANCES  FOUND  AND  REPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

No.  investigated.  No»  abated. 


Keepmg  of  animals 

3 

3 

Sanitary  accommodation 

22 

22 

Drainage 

22 

22 

Dustbins 

54 

54 

Smoke  abatement 

2 

2 

Others 

208 

198 

BREAD  AND  CONFECTIONERY. 

There  are  five  bakehouses  in  the  district.  These  are  periodically 
inspected  and  have  been  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Paper-wrapped  bread  can  be  obtained  from  most  of  these  estab¬ 
lishments,  but  it  naturally  adds  to  the  pidce  and  thereby  prevents  its 
more  full  use. 


FISH. 

There  are  nine  wet  fish  shops  ;  all  these  have  been  periodically 
inspected. 

166  lbs.  of  fish  have  been  condemned  as  compared  with  51  lb-', 

last  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Factories 

13 

Workshops 

50 

Workplaces 

Factory. 

Workshop. 

4 

Workplace. 

Bakehouses 

3 

2 

0 

Blacksmith 

0 

1 

0 

Boot  repairing 

0 

6 

0 

Cycle  repairing 

0 

4 

0 

Carpentry  and  joinery 

1 

6 

1 

Coach  builders 

0 

1 

0 

Dairying 

1 

0 

0 

General  smith 

0 

0 

0 

Fitters’  shop 

0 

1 

0 

Laundry 

1 

0 

0 

Mineral  water  works 

3 

0 

0 

Millinery 

0 

8 

0 

Mason 

0 

1 

0 

Motor  repairs 

0 

4 

0 

Painting  and  sign  writing 

0 

1 

1 

Plumbing- 

0 

2 

0 

Printing  works 

2 

2 

0 

Saddlery 

0 

1 

0 

Shirt  or  collar  manufactory  ... 

1 

0 

0 

Timber  cutting 

1 

0 

0 

Tailoring 

0 

7 

2 

Undertaker 

0 

2 

0 

Wheelwright 

0 

1 

0 

13  50  4 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Nine  complaints  of  rat  infestation  of  premises  were  investigated, 
advice  and  help  given  as  found  requisite. 

The  municipal  allotments  have  been  baited  periodically  with 
Klearwell  Rat  Biscuit  with  considerable  success,  having  regard  to  the 
number  of  rats  found  dead  or  moribund  thereafter. 

It  is  here  emphasised  however,  that  trapping  and  poisoning  are 
only  ameliorative  measures,  which  do  not  and  cannot  keep  pace  with 
the  fecundity  of  rats. 

Where  rabbits  and/or  fowls  are  kept,  rats  will  usually  be  found 
in  varying  degrees  of  prevalence,  according  to  the  care  exercised  with 
regard  to  the  rabbit  and  fowl  food. 

Where  houses  are  not  rat-proof,  a  cat  should  be  kept. 

Interesting  and  edifying  slides  were  shown  at  the  local  Cinemas 
(luring  Rat  Week,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  public  their  responsi¬ 
bility  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  1919. 

DISINFECTION. 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  communicable  disease  ...  42 
Number  of  articles  of  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  by  steam  ...  190 
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scirooi.s. 

All  tho  Schools  arc  under  the  authority  of  the  Kent  Pjducation 
Committee,  with  the  exception  of  the  National  School.  Tho  sanitary 
provisions  in  all  cases  are  adequate  and  kept  in  f>()od  order. 

HA(!  FLOCK  ACTS  l!)ll  and  19^8. 

There  are  no  i)remises  in  which  Hag'  Flock  is  manufactured,  us('d 
or  sold. 


ADULTFJIATION. 

FOOD  and  DHUCS  (ADCLTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 
Sam))les  uiuler  the  ahovo  Act  ni’c  now  taken  by  the  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  Mr.  W.  U.  Hi'ced  and  to  whom  T  am  indebted  for 
the  followinsr  returns. 


Samples  taken  1936  : — 

New  Milk  . 

Cream  . 

Oatmeal  . 

Ground  Almond  . 

Ginger 


48 

1 

1 

1 


Butter 

Cheese 


Margarine 


Lard 


4 

1 

3 

1 


1 


Three  prosecutions  were  required  during  the  yeai'  for  milk  and  in 
each  case  a  conviction  was  recorded. 


HOUSING. 

M'ith  regard  to  Housing,  1936  was  a  particularly  important  year, 
as  the  second  part  of  the  Five  Yeai’s  Housing  Scheme  became  due  and 
the  detailed  survey  with  regard  to  Overcrowding  was  complete.  All 
Demolition  Orders  under  the  original  schedule  were  considered,  and 
with  one  or  two  excejjtions  were  made.  Owing  to  a  number  of  Demo¬ 
litions  by  private  enteiqnise,  some  demolitions  due  for  1938  had  to  be 
transferred  to  1936  and  therefore  the  schedules  are  well  up  to  date. 

With  regard  to  Overcrowding,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Terrill, 
informs  me  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  out  of  a  total  of  36  houses  found 
to  be  overcrowded,  a  percentage  of  0'85,  29  houses  remained  still  to 
be  dealt  with.  These  cases  of  overcrowding  Mr.  Terrill  informs  me,  can 
be  met  by  the  erection  of  29  houses  of  the  same  type  and  accommoda¬ 
tion  as  those  already  erected  by  your  Coimcil  at  the  Hope  Street 
Estate.  No  larger  type  of  house  will  be  required  as  was  at  first  antici¬ 
pated. 

Your  Council  during  1936  considered  the  Housing  Scheme  and 
decided  to  await  the  results  of  the  Overcrowding  Survey,  which  results 
together  with  the  number  of  houses  required  were  communicated  to 
you  in  June.  Housing  will  therefore  require  attention  in  1937.  The 
original  proposals  under  the  second  jiart  of  the  Housing  Scheme  was 
for  50  houses  in  1936.  Owing  to  demolitions  liy  private  enterprise  and 
the  migration  of  iidiabitants,  10  or  15  houses  should  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  to  keep  pace  with  the  original  scheme,  and  with  the  addition  of 
29  houses  to  meet  the  needs  of  ovcici'owding.  a  total  of  44  houses 
should  be  ample. 

On  the  Hope  Street  Estate,  where  the  subsidised  houses  are  al¬ 
ready  erected,  there  remains  siiace  for  46  houses,  ami  I  would  suggest 
that  the  Estate  be  completed  in  this  manner.  With  the  completion  of 
the  Hope  Street  Estate  you  would  then  be  in  a  position  to  deal  with  the 
houses  scheduled  for  1938  and  also  with  the  vacant  areas  in  Blue  Town, 
and  consider  and  carry  out  some  plan  foi’  the  replanning  of  that  area. 
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1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR;  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  302 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  928 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(I)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  24 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  33 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  293 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR:  — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  re¬ 

spect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  re¬ 

spect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tene¬ 
ment  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1935.— OVERCROWDING. 


(a)  (i)  Niuiibor  of  cl\vcllLiif>s  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  tliei’cin  ...  ...  29 

(iii)  Number  of  i)ei'son,s  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  Kill 

(b)  Number  of  new  eases  of  overcrowding  reported  dur¬ 

ing  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the. 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  Number  of  ])ersons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  54 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulai's  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  no  farms  in  the  district.  No  milk  is  sold  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order,  1923.  There  are  17  registered  premises,  all 
were  found  to  be  generally  good.  4  of  the  registered  premises  sell  milk 
in  bottles  only. 

Those  who  purchase  milk  for  consumption  in  its  raw  state  should 
see  to  it  that  they  obtain  the  milk  in  bottles,  directly  from  the  producer. 

Such  milk  can  be  easily  sterilised  by  standing  the  bottles  in  a  sauce¬ 
pan  of  cold  water  bringing  the  w'ater  nearly  to  boiling  point. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  safest  milk  supply  is  that  wdiich 
has  the  shortest  circuit  between  the  teat  of  the  cow  and  the  mouth  of 
the  consumer. 


MEAT. 

Under  this  head  a  considerable  amount  of  time  is  taken  up  in  the 
inspectio.n  of  Butchers  shops  and  slaughter-houses,  due  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  5  of  the  latter  and  18  of  the  former  scattered  over  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  meat  consumed  in  the  district 
is  imported  and  that  this  undergoes  a  rigid  inspection  at  its  source,  oc¬ 
casional  instances  of  diseased  meat  are  met  with.  There  is  however, 
evidence  of  improvement  in  the  quality  of  meat  in  general,  which  is 
attributed  to  the  influence  of  the  Government  Subsidy. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Beef  .  1837  lbs. 

Pork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  200  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  24  lbs. 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166  lbs. 

Other  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44  lbs. 


Total  weight :  1  ton.  0  cwt.  1  qr.  3  lbs. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  numhei'  of  cases  of  Acute  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  has 
slightly  increased,  but  is  wholly  due  to  the  increase  in  Pneumonia  from 
7  in  1935  to  23  in  1936.  These  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  probably  due  to 
the  inclemejit  year. 

Diphtheria  accounts  for  only  1  case,  although  there  were  numerous 
cases  of  very  bad  sore  throats  which  on  bacteriological  examination  were 
found  not  to  be  Diphtheria. 

8  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  and  all  were  removed  to  Hos¬ 
pital  and  made  good  recoveries.  This  was  a  reduction  of  1  case  on  the 
previous  year. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  Measles  was  again  very 
prevalent.  Two  deaths  occurred  and  again  point  to  the  necessity  for 
not  regarding  Measles  as  a  disease  of  slight  importance  and  inevitable 
for  all  children  to  contract.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  the 
most  likely  to  become  dangerous  through  neglect,  probably  both  equally 
dangerous,  but  the  latter  slightly  more  so  because  of  the  tendency  to  let 
the  children  out  too  soon. 

2  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified.  One  case  was 
removed  to  Hospital  and  both  made  good  recoveries  with  no  injuries  to 
sight. 


VACCINATION. 


The  following  figures  supplied  by  Dr.  Madwar,  the  Public  Vaccin¬ 
ator,  are  those  for  the  whole  year  and  compare  with  those  for  previous 
years. 


Primary 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Vaccinations 

74 

93 

78 

63 

55 

71 

92 

Re-vaccinations 

14 

44 

20 

32 

100 

70 

102 

MALARIA. 


The  measures  takeji  in  previous  years  in  conjunction  with  the  Navy, 
Army  and  Ai]'  Foi  ce  and  the  other  Local  Authorities  on  the  Island,  have 
been  continued.  Undoubtedly  the  numbers  of  breeding  mosquitoes  caus¬ 
ing  nuisances  have  been  reduced  and  the  large  amount  of  rain  by  pre¬ 
venting  the  accumulation  of  stagnant  water  has  prevented  sources  of 
breeding. 

Constant  attention  has  been  drawm  to  the  necessity  of  attending  to 
defective  guttering,  which  by  irregularity  of  levels  provides  small  col¬ 
lections  of  stagnant  water.  Ditches,  watercourses  and  gulleys  have 
been  regularly  sprayed. 
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Notiliable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year  198(1. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 

Notilied 

Number  removed 

to  Hospital 

Total  deaths 

registered 

Total 

Males 

1 

1 

Females 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

4 

4 

8 

0 

Enteric  P'ever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

6 

2 

4 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2.3 

15 

8 

0 

9 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

40 

22 

18 

10 

9 

Age  Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 

At  all  ages 

At  ages 

—years 

Under  1  year 

1  to  2  years 

2  to  3  years 

3  to  4  years 

4  to  5  years 

5  to  10  years 

10  to  15  years 

15  to  20  years 

20  to  35  years 

35  to  45  years. 

45  to  65  years 

65  &  upwards 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  F'ever 

8 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pueiperal  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ery.sipelas 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

.3 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatnium 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

{) 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2.3 

5 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

,3 

.3 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

« 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

40 

7 

1 

5 

3 

1 

4 

5 

0 

3 

4 

4 

3 
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Infectious  Diseases  in  each  Month. 


u 

0/ 

u 
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P 

a 
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a 
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09 

s 
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B 
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p. 
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s 

ID 

> 

o 

s 

D 

o 

D 

u 

ct 

D 

< 

s 

•—i 

< 

X 

o 

z 
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Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  P\rexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

i 

fi 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargies 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

5 

4 

0 

.3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

23 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Totals 

5 

10 

4 

1 

3 

4 

0 

2 

1 

6 

40 

Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 

Total  number 
notified 

,  Districts 

Number  removed 
to  Hospital 

Number  treated 
at  Home 

Mile  Town 

Marine  Town 

Blue  Town 

West  Minster 

The  Garrison 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

8 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

Enteric  Fever... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

6 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargies  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

23 

15 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

40 

27 

13 

0 

0 

0 

10 

30 

i 
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I’REVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health 

Act,  1925. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases 

Notified 

Cases  Treated 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Death 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary. 


Age 

New 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Cases 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

De; 

Pulmonary 

M  if' 

iths 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Under  1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  to  5  years 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  to  15  years 

0 

I 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  to  25  years 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

25  to  35  years 

0 

I 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

35  to  45  years 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

45  to  55  years 

I 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55  to  65  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

4 

6 

4 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
Localisation  of  Disease  ; — 


Males 

Females 

Kidney 

1 

Nil 

Ankle  Joint 

1 

Testicle 

1 

Spine  ... 

1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

(PREVENTION 

OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925.  No  action  required. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 
No  action  required. 
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Sheerness  Urban  District  CoenciL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Meteorological 

Observations 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1936. 


Height  of  Station  above  mean  sea  level,  8'5  feet. 
Hours  of  observations  9  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  G  M.T, 


Meteorological  Officer; 

W.  C  D.  HILLS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P,,  D.P.H.Lond.,  F.R.M.S., 


Meteorological  Observers: 
W.  J.  TERRILL,  M.S.I.A., 
F.  J.  PAIMKHURST, 

D.  W.  WADE. 


I 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFPHCES, 

SHEERNESS. 
March,  1937. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

The  Meteorological  Observations  have  continued  as  in  previous 
years.  The  reports  have  now  been  made  since  1923  and  will  be  a  valu¬ 
able  source  of  information  with  regard  to  the  character  of  the  climate 
of  the  Town. 

The  instruments  have  been  carefully  preserved  and  no  break¬ 
ages  occurred.  Unfortunately,  the  old  site  is  still  used  and  the  value 
of  the  records  would  be  much  nicreased  could  a  better  site  be  procured, 
as  I  have  suggested  for  several  years. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  C.  D.  HILLS, 

Meteorological  Officer. 


METEOROLOGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

One  Barometer  (Meteorological  Office  pattern). 
Two  Maximum  Thermometers. 

One  Minimum  Thermometer. 

One  Wet  Bulb. 

One  Dry  Bulb. 

Two  Grass  Minimum  Thermometers. 

Two  One-foot  Earth  Thermometers. 

One  Four-foot  Earth  Thermometer. 

One  Rain  Gauge,  5-inch. 

One  Campbell  Stokes  Sunshine  Recorder. 

One  Stevenson  Screen. 


1936. 

SUMMARY  OF  YEAR. 

DULL  AND  WET. 

January:  Dull,  very  wet. 

February:  Cold  but  bright  periods. 

March :  Dry. 

April :  Rather  dull. 

May:  Very  dry. 

June:  V/arm  and  sunny,  but  very  wet  periods. 
July:  Warm,  sunny. 

August:  Warm,  fairly  dry. 

September:  Warm  but  dull. 

October :  Bright  periods  but  colder. 

November:  Very  wet  and  dull. 

December;  Wet  and  dull. 


SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 
AT  SHEERNESS,  1936. 

Barometer.  Table  I. 

The  highest  barometer  reading  recorded  was  30.750  inches  (1041.3 
millibars)  on  December  23rd,  and  the  lowest  was  28.984  inches  (981.5 
mbs.)  on  Jajiuary  20th. 


Temperature.  Table  II. 

The  mean  of  the  maximum  temperature  was  57.56°  F.  and  of  the 
minimum,  45.00°  I.  The  mean  of  the  maximum  and  minimum  com¬ 
bined  w’as  51.28°  F.,  being  0.26°  F.  below  the  average. 

The  hottest  day  was  June  21st  when  the  temperature  reached 
85°  F.  August  was  the  hottest  month  and  February  the  coldest. 

Sunshine.  Table  III. 

The  total  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  was  1238.8,  a  daily 
average  of  3.38  hours,  or  0.90  hours  below  the  average. 

The  most  sunny  day  was  June  15th  when  13.5  hours  were  record¬ 
ed.  There  were  103  sunless  days  and  only  40  days  on  which  more  than 
9  hours  were  recorded. 


Rainfall.  Table  IV. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  24.34  inches  (618.2  millimetres) 
which  was  2.85  inches  above  the  normal.  Rain  fell  on  148  days,  the 
heaviest  fall  being  on  June  21st  when  1.26  inches  (32.1  mins.)  fell.  The 
wettest  month  was  January  with  4.85  inches  (123.3  mms. )  and  the  driest 
month  was  May  with  a  fall  of  only  0.38  inches  (9.6  mms.). 

Winds.  Tables  V.  and  VI. 

Westerly  winds  prevailed  during  the  year,  the  percentage  being 
24.72  while  the  percentages  of  East  and  South-West  winds  were  18.31 
and  18.17  respectively. 

Other  Weather  Conditions. 

Snow  fell  on  4  occasions  and  hail  5  times.  There  w'ere  10  thunder¬ 
storms.  Fog  was  recorded  on  17  days  and  ground  frost  on  44  nights. 


Barometric  Pressure.  Table 
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Absolute  Extremes 

19 

13 

7,18 

14 

29 

3.4 

31 

9, 10 

18,28 

9,  29 

27,  28 

11 

Feb 

13 

SBUaO  tSOMO’] 

1 

--OOOOcOOCO*-H-^<D»^fO 

20 

1.31 
19  ' 

30 

25 

17,18 

21 

4,7,19 

25,26 

24 

23.31 

13 

4 

0 

G  ^ 

S  04 
•"S 

oip5  psaqaijj 

to  to  O  O  ^  ^  QO  to 

'^Tj<ioioto;oto«o«otO’^'^ 

(N 

to 

ifEQ 

Feb. 

11 

•XEH  PSOMO^J 

«h^(MOJ^OO>WOtO 

C0f0^'^t0l0c0t0t0»0*^«0 

32 

iea 

O  —I  O  00 

^  ^  ci  f-i  00  (M’  05  ^ 

oi  ^  Oi 

Feb 

13 
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23 
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June 

21 

■XER[  'jsaqSijj 
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to 

GO 

Air  Temperature 

Devi-  ! 

ation 

from 

Aver¬ 

age 

CS  l>.  05  t>»  ^  t-.  1:0  lO  1 

0  rH  i—l  i-H  0  1-^  ?-H  0  0  i—f  rH  0  I 

+I+I++I++II+I  ° 

Means  of 

Max.  and 
Min  com¬ 
bined 

COOO'^itO*— (OOtO'^tOtOiOfO 
f— 1  0>  04  CO  cq  00  04  -r  »-H  i>* 

•— lOOtOCO'-n'-^i^'-t^O'-HT^p-I 
rtifO'rr'-f^iOtOCOtOtOtOrt^’Tfi 

00 

oi 

to 

Min. 

Ot»r4'»^^io^Ot^ciqoooiO 

t>^C0OOt^f04C>«0C0-^O«0 

45.00 

Max. 

COCOCOCOOirJ^t^OrHLOCO*— ' 
to  CO  ^  0  05  Csi  0:  t^‘ 

57.56 

1936 

January 

February 

March  ... 

AprU  ... 

May  ... 

June  ... 

July  ... 

■August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Year  ... 

Bright  Sunshine.  Table  III. 
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1936 

January  ... 

February... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August  ... 

September 

October  ... 

November 

December 

Year  ... 
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Rainfall.  Table  IV. 


1936 

j 

Millimetres 

Inches 

Above  or  below  average 
Inches 

No.  of  days  on  which  0.04  ins 
or  more  rain  fell 

No.  of  days  on  which 
rain  fell 

Heaviest  fall  in  one  day 

Millimetres 

Day 

January 

123.3 

4.85 

+  3.11 

21 

21 

19.5 

9 

February 

39.8 

1.57 

+  0.25 

10 

11 

8.9 

17 

March 

16.0 

0.63 

-0.20 

6 

9 

4.5 

31 

April 

39.0 

1.54 

-0.42 

10 

10 

9.0 

3 

May 

9.6 

0.38 

-1.11 

4 

4 

3.5 

12 

June  .  . 

103.9 

4.09 

+  2.52 

14 

15 

32.1 

21 

July 

47.9 

1.89 

-0.03 

12 

17 

11.0 

14 

August 

20.9 

0.82 

—1.25 

3 

6 

16.0 

10 

September 

39.0 

1.54 

-0.38 

10 

14 

16.5 

20 

October 

43.8 

1.72 

-0.41 

12 

15 

12.0 

31 

November 

79.3 

3.12 

+  0.49 

12 

12 

13.2 

7 

December 

55.7 

2.19 

+  0.28 

13 

14 

20.0 

14 

Year  ... 

618.2 

24.34 

+  2.85 

127 

148 

32.1 

June21 

Winds.  Table  V. 


1936 


Wind,  number  of  observations  at  9  a.m.  and  5  p.m. 
(G.M.T.  daily) 


N. 

N.E 

E. 

S.E. 

S. 

s.w. 

W. 

N  VV 

Calm 

Strong  Winds 
4—8 

January  .. 

9 

0 

6 

5 

8 

15 

13 

6 

0 

8 

February... 

1 

5 

16 

7 

4 

11 

9 

5 

0 

6 

March 

2 

5 

18 

3 

4 

14 

13 

3 

0 

5 

April 

9 

14 

16 

5 

1 

3 

6 

6 

0 

14 

May 

7 

16 

16 

5 

0 

3 

11 

4 

0 

7 

June 

4 

10 

13 

1 

8 

9 

9 

5 

1 

8 

July 

2 

1 

3 

1 

5 

20 

24 

4 

2 

13 

August  ... 

6 

1 

9 

0 

3 

13 

17 

13 

0 

9 

September 

4 

4 

15 

1 

4 

9 

16 

7 

0 

12 

October  ... 

7 

5 

10 

0 

0 

8 

22 

10 

0 

15 

November 

8 

7 

8 

0 

2 

11 

19 

5 

0 

16 

December 

7 

0 

4 

4 

0 

17 

22 

8 

0 

11 

Year  ... 

66 

68 

134 

32 

39 

133 

181 

76 

3 

124 

4 — Moderate  Wind  5— FresU  Wind  6— Strong  Wind  7— High  Wind  8 — Gale 


Winds. 


Table  VI 


1936 

N. 

% 

N.E. 

7 

/o 

E. 

% 

S.E. 

7 

/o 

S. 

7 

/o 

s.w. 

% 

W. 

% 

N.W. 

7 

/o 

Calm 

% 

J  anuary 

14.52 

0.00 

9.68 

8.06 

12.90 

24.19 

20.97 

9.68 

0.00 

February 

1.74 

8.62 

27.58 

12.07 

6.89 

18.96 

15.51 

8.62 

0.00 

March 

3.23 

8.06 

29.03 

4.84 

6.45 

22.58 

20.97 

4.84 

0.00 

April 

15.00 

23.33 

26.66 

8.33 

1.66 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

0.00 

May 

11.29 

25.81 

25.81 

8.06 

0.00 

4.84 

17.74 

6.45 

0.00 

June 

6.66 

16.66 

21.66 

1.66 

13.33 

15.00 

15.00 

8.33 

1.66 

J  uly 

3.23 

1.61 

4.84 

1.61 

8.06 

32.26 

38.71 

6.45 

3.23 

August 

9.68 

1.61 

14.52 

0.00 

4.84 

20.97 

27.42 

20.97 

0.00 

September 

6.67 

6.67 

25.00 

1.67 

6.67 

15.00 

26.67 

11.67 

0.00 

October 

11.29 

8.06 

16.13 

0.00 

0.00 

12.90 

35.48 

16.16 

0.00 

November 

13.33 

11.66 

13.33 

0.00 

3.33 

18.33 

31.66 

8.33 

0.00 

December 

11.29 

0.00 

6.15 

6.45 

0.00 

27.42 

35.48 

12.90 

0.00 

Year  ... 

9.02 

9.29 

18.31 

4.37 

5.33 

18.17 

24.72 

10.38 

0.41 

Visibility.  VII. 


1936 

Fog 

Mist  or  Haze 

Good 

Visibility 

a 

27 

yds 

b 

55. 

yds 

c 

no 

yds 

d 

220 

yds 

e 

550 

j'ds 

f 

1100 

yds 

g 

U 

mis 

h 

2k 

mis 

i 

4i 

mis 

j 

mis 

k 

121 

mis 

January 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

4 

28 

17 

8 

February  ... 

0 

2 

4 

1 

1 

0 

23 

6 

5 

8 

8 

March 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

3 

18 

5 

7 

8 

18 

April 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

3 

7 

5 

31 

May 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

3 

8 

12 

26 

June 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

7 

17 

33 

July 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

11 

44 

August 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

5 

14 

41 

September  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

7 

1 

15 

16 

20 

October 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

22 

11 

22 

November  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

0 

23 

13 

5 

December  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

18 

4 

20 

14 

5 

Year  ... 

0 

2 

6 

2 

6 

4 

123 

30 

152 

146 

261 

48 


i 


Cloud  Amount  and  Earth  Temperature.  Table  VIII. 


1936 

Number  of  Observations 

Amount  of  Cloud 

Earth 

Temperature 

Monthly 

Averages 

0 

1—3 

4-6 

7-9 

10 

Atl-ft. 

At  4-ft. 

.January 

.5 

1 

4 

6 

46 

43.0 

47.4 

February 

13 

1 

5 

12 

27 

40.5 

45.4 

March 

13 

9 

10 

8 

29 

44.5 

45.6 

April... 

2 

3 

10 

14 

31 

48.4 

48.6 

May  ... 

8 

3 

6 

19 

26 

54.6 

51.4 

June  ... 

7 

6 

11 

14 

22 

58.7 

54.4 

July  ... 

2 

3 

12 

20 

25 

62.1 

58.5 

August 

10 

5 

10 

14 

23 

62.7 

59.6 

.September 

3 

2 

2 

12 

41 

62.0 

60.5 

October 

5 

0 

4 

14 

39 

54.6 

57.5 

NoTember 

0 

0 

1 

3 

56 

49.4 

53.6 

December 

6 

2 

7 

6 

41 

44.2 

d9.7 

Year  ... 

74 

28 

82 

142 

406 

50.3 

52.4 

I 
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1936, 


Mayor— G.  R.  STEVENS,  J.P. 

Deputy  Mayor — Alderman  B.  T.  MAYLAND. 
Aldermen  : 

E.  W.  JAFFRAY,  J.P.,  C.C.  STANLEY  JOHNSON. 
J.  8.  BILLS,  J.P. 


Councillors  : 

W.  H.  CARROLL 
J.  J.  CLARK 
S.  H.  WILSON 
R.  HEMINGWAY 
Miss  M.  H.  JAFFRAY 
R.  J.  JENNINGS,  J.P. 

W. LODDER 

E.  THOMPSON 

Mrs.  E.  S.  WEEKES,  J.P. 

R.  J.  WELLARD 

Mrs.  turner 


Town  Clerk— A.  EVERETT 


Treasurer- WESTMINSTER  BANK  LTD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  C.  D.  HILLS,  M.R.C.S.,  Engl.,  L  R.C.P.,  Lond.,  D.P.H,Lond. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Surveyor  and  Harbour  Master  : 

J.  W.  SMITH,  M.I.M.  &  Cy.E.  A.R.S.I. 
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TO  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL  OF  QUEENBOROUOH. 


Public  Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall, 
Queenborough. 
March,  1937. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

The  health  of  the  Borough  continues  to  be  satisfactory  and  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  low  mortality,  the  small  amount  of  Infectious  Diseases  and 
the  marked  longevity  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  year  has  been  especially  marked  by  the  completion  of  a  Hous¬ 
ing  Scheme,  the  first  undertaken  by  your  Council.  The  resulting  houses 
have  proved  most  satisfactory,  so  much  so  that,  with  a  long  list  of  ap¬ 
plicants  still  remaining,  the  Council  is  at  present  considering  further 
Housing.  Further  houses  are  undoubtedly  required  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  small  number  still  overcrowded  and  also  to  replace  old  and  worn 
out  property.  Many  parts  of  the  Borough  are  quite  new,  but  in  an  old 
sea-port  Town  such  as  this  Borough,  the  oldest  part  is  naturally  that 
immediately  surrounding  the  harbour.  Here  there  can  be  .no  doubt  is 
property  which  from  its  age  must  be  considered  for  replacement  by 
property  of  modern  requirements  and  drainage. 

In  this,  probably  my  last  Report  to  you  as  your  Medical  Officer, 
I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  your  consideratio.n  and  assistance  dur¬ 
ing  the  number  of  years  I  have  been  with  you,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  Borough,  with  the  incentives  to  progress  which  are  now  present, 
will  continue  to  progress  in  prosperity  and  health. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  C.  D.  HILLS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


(Land 
Water 
Foreshore 


725  acres  'j 

263  acres  I  1441  acres 
453  acres  j 


Population  estimated  for  1936  by  Registrar-General  for  purpose  of 


Birth  Rate  ___  ___  _  _  2,924 

Death  Rate  ,  ...  ...  2,924 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1936  ...  ...  815 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £14,263 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £56 


The  population  is  composed  almost  completely  of  working  classes, 
those  employed  in  H.M^  Dockyard  at  Sheerness,  or  factories  in  the 
Borough. 

The  industries  in  the  Borough  are  the  Glue  and  Chemical  Works, 
Potteries,  Iron  Foundry,  Glass  Bottle  Works,  and  Plate  Glass  Works. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Stillbirths 

Deaths 


Total.  Male 
43  25 

1  1 


2  1 


30  15 


Female. 

18  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

0  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  15.0 

1  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ...  43.4 

15  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  resident 
population  ...  ...  10.2 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes ; — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths,  (live  and  still)  bii’ths. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  0  0.0 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  1  21.7 

Total  .  1  21.7 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ___  22.7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  23.2 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  0.0 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  I 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  0 


Vital 


Compared  with 


Statistics  for 

1935,  1934, 


1936. 

1933,  and 


1932. 


1932 

1933 

19.34 

19.35 

19.36 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population 

6-8 

9-5 

P.'9 

Ilf) 

10.2 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births  .. 

55-5 

130'4 

0.0 

51-5 

22-7 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Total  Infectious  Diseases  excluding 

18-2 

150 

19-2 

18-.3 

15  0 

Measles  and  Consumption  .. 

0 

9 

13 

9 

5 

Cases  of  Smallpox ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  of  Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Cases  of  Diphtheria 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 

0 

5 

6 

6 

1 

(all  forms] 

4 

3 

3 

3 

1 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

0 

1 

1 

4 

2 

Cases  of  Malaria  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

INFANTILE  MORTALITy. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Month. 

July. 


Sex. 

Male. 


Aiie. 


10  Davs 


Cause. 

Prematurity 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1936. 


MALES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Net  deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring 
within  or  without  the  District. 

All  ages 

Under  1  year 

1 

1  and  under  I 

2  years  I 

2  and  under 

5  years 

5  and  under 

1  15  years 

15  and  under 
25  years 

25  and  under 

45  years 

45  and  under 
65  years 

65  and 

upwards 

1  Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2  Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6  Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8  Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira- 

tory  System 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11  Syphilis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12  General  Paralysis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

14  Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc. .. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

16  Heart  Disease  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

17  Aneurysm 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19  Bronchitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20  Pneumonia  all  forms 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc,  under  2  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

24  Appendicitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26  Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Prema- 

ture  Birth,  Malformations,  etc. 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32  Senility 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

33  Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

34  Other  deaths  from  violence  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

36  Causes  ill-defined 

or  unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 

15 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

4 

4 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1936. 

FEMALES. 


Net  deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring 
within  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  1 

1  2  years  | 

1  2  and  under 
i  5  years 

5  and  under 

15  years 

15  and  under 
25  years 

25  and  under 
45  years 

45  and  under 
65  years 

65  and 

upwards 

1  Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2  Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6  Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8  Cerebro  spinal  Fever 

9  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

tory  System 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11  Syphilis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12  General  Paralysis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease  . 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

14  Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc. ... 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

16  Heart  Disease  ... 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

17  Aneurysm 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

19  Bronchitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20  Pneumonia  all  forms 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc,  under  2  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

24  Appendicitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26  Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Prema- 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

ture  Birth,  Malformations,  etc. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32  Senility 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

33  Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

34  Other  deaths  from  violence 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

36  Causes  ill-defined 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

or  unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 

15 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

8 

4 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Infant  Welfare  Medical  Officer 

W.  C.  D.  HILLS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.B.C.P.,  D.P.H.Lond. 

Sanitary  Inspector 

J.  W.  SMITH,  M.I.M.  and  Cy.E.,  A.R.S.I. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  Queenhorough  District  Nursing  Association,  which  is  affiliated 
to  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  Disti'ict  Nurses  and  also  the  Kent  County 
District  Nursing  Association,  continues  its  excellent  work  and  provides 
Home  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Nursing  in  the  Borough. 

District  Nurse  :  Nurse  WOLSTENHOLME,  S.B.N.,  S.C.M., 

50,  Duinergue  Avenue,  Queenhorough. 

Hon.  Secretary  :  Mrs.  E.  S.  WEEKES,  J.P., 

Fig  Tree  House,  Queenhorough. 

LABORATORY. 

Tile  facilities  are  the  same  as  for  Sheerness  wdiere  a  small  labora¬ 
tory,  a  hranch  of  the  County  Laboratory,  is  conducted  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Sputa,  smears  from  thi'oat  and  specimens  of  ring¬ 
worm  from  the  Schools  are  examined  and  reported  upon  to  the  local 
practitioners. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Part  II,  Sections  15,  16,  17, 
21,  22,  27,  32  and  33.  Part  III.,  all  sections  other  than  48  and  49. 
Part  IV.  Part  VI.  adopted  April  20th,  1925. 

Public  Libraries  Act. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  (Adoptive  Clauses)  ; 

Section  21  (Prevention  of  water  fiow-ing  on  footpaths.) 

Section  22  (Prevention  soil,  etc.,  being  washed  into  streets.) 

Part  V.  (Watercourses,  etc.,)  August  2nd,  1926. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Sections  25  and  51,  August  10th, 
1927. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892.  March  20th,  1931. 

Sunday  Entertainment  Act,  1932.  Sec.  1  adopted  and  confirmed  January 
6th,  1933. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  Sec.  2  adopted  December  7th,  1933. 


BYE  -  LAWS. 

Offensive  Trades.  July  6th,  1933. 

Promenades.  Jnly  6th,  1933. 

Tresi)assers  on  Buildings,  Playgrounds  or  other  Premises  of  any  Public 
Elementary  School.  November  6th,  1934. 
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IIOSIMTALS  1MU)VIDED  OK  SUliSIDISED  K.Y  THE  LOCAL 
AUTIIOKITY  OK  KY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Et'ver.  Tuborculosis.  JVliiloriiil/y.  CliildrcMi.  Oftlii)|)ii'(li(;  and 

Cc'iioral  lJ()si)itals. 

No  alterations  and  arianf>'enients  satisfactory. 

A I\1 1 ! U LANCE  FAC  1  LIT! ES. 

(a)  FOK  INFECTIOUS  CASES. 

Removed  by  Ambulance  provided  from  the  Infectioms  Disease  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Keycol  Hill,  Sittingbourne. 

(b)  NON-INFECTIOUS  AND  ACCIDENT  CASES. 

A  new  anibulance  has  been  obtained  and  is  in  every  way  a  great 
imi)roveme.nt  on  the  previous  one.  The  St.  John  Andjulance  detachment 
keep  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  and  are  constantly  employed. 

The  Rrigade  is  supi)orted  by  voluntary  effort  and  a  generous  sup¬ 
port  from  the  various  Works  and  Factories  in  the  Rorough. 

SCHOOL  CLINICS,  TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC,  ORTHOPAEDIC 
CLINIC  AND  VENEKEAL  DISEASE  CENTRE 
All  these  Clinics  and  Centres  are  under  the  control  of  the  Kent 
County  Council  and  are  detailed  in  tabular  form  below. 

CLINICS. 


Clinic 

.■\d  dress 

Authority 

Day 

Time 

Remarks 

Child  Welfart 

Town  Hall 

Kent  County 

Buildings 

Council 

Mondays 

2—4 

Ante-Natal 

>> 

1st  Monday 
each  month 

10  a.m. 

Or  by  Appointment 

School 

Welfare  Hut 
Queenborough 

>  1 

Saturdays 

9.30  to 

11.30 

a.m. 

Ophthalmic.. 

Granville  Villa 
Sheerness 

>» 

Monday 

10-4 

By  Appointment 

Dental 

>» 

Wednesdays 
and  Fridays 

10--4 

Tuberculosis 

n 

Thursday 

11—1 

Venereal 

61  Alma  Road 

Saturday 

Men: 

Sheerness 

11  to 
12noon 
women 
12noon 

to 

1pm. 

Orthopaedic... 

Sheerness 

Mondays 

11  a.m. 

Surgeon  attends 

Infant  Wei  fare, 

1st  and  3rd  Mon- 

Marine  Parade 

day  each  month. 

MIDWIVES. 

In  addition  to  the  resident  Nuise  and  Midwife  in  the  employ  of  the 
Queenborough  Nursing  Association,  midwives  from  the  adjacent  areas 
of  Sheerness  and  Sheppey  Rural  also  undertake  cases  of  Midwifery  in 
the  Borough,  and  thus  i)i'ovide  three  further  Midwives  for  service. 

MATEKNAL  MOKTALITY. 

One  death  occuri'eu  after  Ceasarean  Section  for  Placenta  Praevia 
at  the  seventh  month. 


58 


f 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quan¬ 
tity  and  has  been  carefully  watched.  Inspection  of  the  reservoirs  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  year  indicated  the  need  for  cleansing,  which  was 
accordingly  carried  out.  Extensive  repairs  and  additions  were  made  to 
the  Pumping  Plant  and  were  still  in  course  of  completion  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

No  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  Drainage  or  Sewage  Dis¬ 
posal,  which  is  by  means  of  gravitation  and  discharge  from  outfalls  into 
the  harbour,  the  land  on  each  side  of  the  harbour  being  provided  with 
an  outfall,  each  discharging  as  the  tide  permits.  This  system  has  been 
in  effect  for  a  number  of  years  and  the  time  has  now  come  w'hen  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  a  modern  system  of  Sewage  Disposal  to  prevent 
nuisances  in  the  harbour,  and  to  provide  for  the  new  houses  already 
erected  and  proposed  to  be  erected  by  the  Borough  or  by  private  enter¬ 
prise. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  river  Fleet  which  is  a  small  stream  and  which  conveys  the 
surface  and  stream  water  from  the  Rural  District  forms  part  of  the 
boundary  of  the  Borough.  The  Fleet  terminates  finally  in  the  Sheerness 
Urban  District  where  it  discharges  into  the  sea. 

The  Borough  and  Port  of  Queenborough  is  itself  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  River  Swale,  and  the  tides  are  effective  enough  to  main¬ 
tain  sufficient  scouring. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 
Sanitary  conveniences  of  various  types 
W.C.’s  into  drainage  system  ... 

W.C.’s  into  cesspools 
Earth  Closets 
Pail  Closets 
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18 

Nil 

Nil 


CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING. 

Cleansing  and  scavenging  of  the  streets  throughout  the  Borough 
is  effected  by  Borough  employees,  while  the  house  refuse  is  removed  by  a 
contractor.  No  complaints  have  been  received  as  to  the  dumping  of  the 
refuse  on  an  approved  tip,  which  is  outside  the  Borough. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  returns  are  obtained  from  the  report  given  to  me 
under  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1926  : — 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  made  by  the  Inspector,  1936  293 

Notices  served — 

Statutory  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  U 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  •••  KO 


NUISANCES  FOUND  OR  REPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Drainage — cleansed 

Refuse  receptacles  provided 

Dampness 

Roofs  and  rain  water  pipes 
Floors 

Walls  and  ceilings  ... 


60 

31 

21 

16 

8 

20 


59 

PREMISES  OR  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  RY  RYE-LAWS 


OR 

REGULATIONS. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  in 

visits 

No.  of 

defects 

District. 

in  1936. 

Defects. 

Remedied. 

Dairies 

5 

20 

0 

0 

Slaughter-houses  Licensed  . 

2 

6 

0 

0 

Factories 

5 

4 

0 

0 

There  is  now  i 

no  Rakehouse 

« 

in  the 

Borough. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  chief  Offensive  Trade  in  the  Rorough  is  the  Glue  and  Chemical 
Works.  The  supervision  appears  to  be  improved  as  there  has  been  a 
definite  reduction  in  the  amount  of  offensive  smell  and  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  acid  vapour.  Many  alterations  have  been  and  are  being 
made,  not  only  in  the  machinery,  but  also  in  the  removal  of  old  build¬ 
ings  and  their  replacement  by  modern  brick  built  sheds. 

The  Fried  Fish  Shops  have  been  maintained  in  good  condition  and 
have  not  been  a  cause  for  complaint. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  .no  premises  where  Rag  Flock  is  manufactured,  used 
or  sold  in  the  Rorough. 


SCHOOLS 

The  Schools  are  under  the  authority  of  the  Kent  County  Council. 
The  sanitation  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  and  Overcrowding  have  been  given  much  consideration 
during  the  year.  The  Overcrowding  Survey  was  most  satisfactory  and 
well  below  the  normal  amount  throughout  the  country.  Nineteen  cases 
of  overcrowding  were  recorded  and  by  means  of  transfer  this  number 
was  reduced  to  nine  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Your  Council  have  entered  this  year  on  their  first  Housing 
Scheme  and  forty  houses  have  now'  been  erected  and  are  occupied. 
This  housing  has  materially  assisted  in  allow'ing  transfers  from  over 
crowded  premises. 

The  Council  has  now  under  consideration  further  building  and 
which  should  meet  the  needs  of  houses  still  overcrowded  and  also  the 
replacement  of  houses  which  from  age  and  disrepair  of  serious  propor¬ 
tions  will  have  to  be  considered  for  demolition. 

Sites  for  further  building  are  at  present  under  consideration  and 
will  need  to  be  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  need  for  some  alter¬ 
ation  in  the  Main  Drainage  of  the  Borough. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR:  — 

(I)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  ins])ected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  80 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  230 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(I)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  CVnisolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  21 

(b)  Number  of  insijoctions  made  for  the  purpose  ...  63 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  57 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 
SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

3  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Pidilic  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  60 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930 : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  re¬ 

spect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  re¬ 

spect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tene¬ 
ment  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1935. --OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  9 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  72 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  dur¬ 

ing  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ■■■  ••.  ...  lb 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  60 
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(d)  I’urliculars  of  any  cases  in  wliich  dwelling-houses 

have  again  hecome  ovi'rcrowded  after  tlu'  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  ahateinent  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(o)  Any  otlu'r  particulars  with  regard  to  overcrowding 

conditio, ns  ipion  which  the  Medical  OiHcer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desiralile  to  report  ...  ...  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SCPEKVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  amount  of  milk  pi'oduced  locally  is  small.  The  largely  increas¬ 
ed  amount  of  milk  used  in  the  schools  has  undoul^tedly  called  public 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  clean  milk  and  an  improvement  in  the 
methods  of  bottling. 

Registered  Retailers  ..  ...  ...  ...  9 

Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  is  only  one  Butcher’s  Shop  in  which  home  produced  meat 
is  slaughtered  on  the  premises.  Most  of  the  meat  sold  in  the  Borough 
is  imported. 

The  amount  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  is  small  being 
18  lbs.  of  Corned  Beef  and  4  lbs.  of  partridge. 


ADULTERATION. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 


I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Breed,  County  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  who  now  takes  samples  for  the  Kent  County  Council. 
The  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


New  Milk  .  4 

Lard  .  3 

Flour  .  1 

Cocoa  .  1 

Baking  Powder  .  1 

Butter  .  9 

Margarine  .  5 


No  proceedings  were  required. 


Shredded  Suet  .  1 

J  am  .  1 

Tinned  Peas  .  1 

Sugar  .  2 

Sausage  .  1 

Rice  .  1 

Ground  Rice  .  1 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year  have  continued  to  be  veiy 
low  as  in  previous  years.  There  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria  and  only 
one  of  Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  four  cases  of  Pneumonia,  a  slight  in¬ 
crease  on  the  previous  year  and  probably  due  to  the  inclement  weather 
and  the  presence  of  a  number  of  cases  of  Measles.  Whooping  Cough 
was  very  prevalent  at  the  beginning  of  the  .ycai'  and  this  was  also  jirob- 
ably  due  to  the  climatic  conditions.  There  is  a  definite  tendency  to 
let  children  out  too  soon  aftei'  Whooping  Cough  and  while  the  child¬ 
ren  are  still  infectious. 
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MALARIA. 

As  in  previous  years,  collections  of  water,  water  butts  and  ditches 
have  been  supervised  and  where  possible  treated.  To  assist  in  the 
combined  measures  taken  each  year  with  the  Navy,  Army  and  Royal 
Air  Force  and  other  Local  Authorities,  the  above  measures  were  com¬ 
menced  early  in  February. 


VACCINATION. 

Dr.  Madwar,  the  Public  Vaccinator,  has  again  kindly  supplied  me 
with  the  numbers  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  by  him  during  the  year 
1936. 


PUBLIC  VACCINATIONS.  BOROUGH  OF  QUEENBOROUGH. 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Vaccinations 

1 

10 

9 

1 

12 

11 

Re-vaccinations  .. 

6 

1 

3 

9 

5 

2 

7 

11 

12 

10 

17 

13 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year  193(). 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 

Notified 

Number  removed 

to  Hospital 

Total  deaths 

registered 

13 

o 

H 

Males 

1 

Females 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargies 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

1 

0 

2 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

5 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Age  Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


At  ages — years 


OB 


Disease 

At  all  age 

Under  1  year 

1  to  2  years 

2  to  3  years 

3  to  4  years 

4  to  5  years 

5  to  10  years 

10  to  15  years 

m 

u 

<« 

<L 

>: 

O 

o 

•*.a 

iTi 

20  to  35  years 

35  to  45  years 

45  to  65  years 

65  &  upwards 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargies 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

5 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health 

Act,  19i>5. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases 

Notified 

Gases  Treated 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Death 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

b' 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  to  5  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.'i  to  15  years 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  to  25  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  to  35  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

35  to  45  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

45  to  55  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  to  65  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
Localisation  of  Disease : — 


Males. 

Glands  of  neck.  1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925.  No  action  required. 

PUBITC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

No  action  required. 
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Sheppey  Ruiral  District  Cooecii 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER 


OF 


HEALTH. 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1936. 
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F.  S.  PRYKE. 

A.  H.  FOREMAN. 
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TO  THE  CTIAIHMAN  AND  MEMBEllS  OE  THE  SHEPPEY 
RURAL  DLSTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Public  Health  Offices, 

Trinity  Road, 

Sheeruess. 


March,  1937. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Despite  the  somewhat  bleak  and  wet  summer,  the  health  of  the 
area  has  been  maintained  in  a  good  condition. 

Housing  and  Drainage  are  the  matters  in  which  the  District  has 
more  particularly  progressed  during  the  year. 

The  erection  of  extensive  Housing  Estates  by  private  enterprise 
has  materially  increased  the  amenities  of  the  District,  and  the  over¬ 
crowding,  which  the  survey  proved  to  be  small  in  amount,  has  been 
effectively  dealt  with. 

The  extension  of  the  Main  Drainage  along  the  Quee.nborough 
Road  is  of  the  greatest  importance  and  will  not  only  be  the  means  of 
discarding  the  use  of  several  cesspools  but  will  promote  further  build¬ 
ing  along  this  road  and  must  increase  the  assessable  value  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict. 


The  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District,  which  is  excellently  car¬ 
ried  out  by  your  Surveyor,  must  before  long  become  a  matter  for  your 
serious  consideration,  as  with  his  extensive  and  increasing  duties  as 
Surveyor,  his  time  must  necessarily  become  more  limited  for  Sanitary 
Inspection.  This  consideration  will  certainly  point  in  the  future  to  the 
advisability  of  acting  in  conjunction  with  your  neighbouring  Authority, 
the  Borough  of  Queenborough,  where  there  is  also  a  part  time  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  Sanitary  Inspection  of  both  these  areas  could  be  much 
more  effectively  accomplished  by  the  work  of  one  whole  time  and  ex¬ 
perienced  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


WILLIAM  C.  D.  HILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,949 

Population  estimated  for  1936  by  Registrar-General  for 
purpose  of  : — 

Bii-th  Rate  7,529 

Death  Rate  7^529 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,263 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £43,600 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £165 


The  area  of  the  District  is  19,949  acres,  a  diminution  of  area  of  97 
acres  which  was  added  to  Sheerness  L'rban  Distinct  under  the  redistri¬ 
bution  of  County  Districts. 

The  District  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  sea,  on  the  West  by 
Sheerness  and  Queenborough  and  on  the  South  and  East  by  the  River 
Swale. 

There  are  six  parishes  in  the  area.  Minster  (mcluding  Halfway 
Houses),  Eastchurch,  Leysdown,  Harty,  Warden  and  Elmley. 

The  bulk  of  the  population  is  contained  in  the  first  two  named 
parishes.  The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  western  part 
of  the  District  is  connected  with  the  Royal  Dockyard  at  Sheerness  and 
with  various  large  works  at  Queenborough. 

The  Minster  area  still  continues  to  increase  by  the  influx  of  visitors 
and  by  the  constant  migration  of  inhabitants  from  both  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  areas  and  outside  areas. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births — 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

116 

66 

50 

Illegitimate 

6 

3 

3 

Stillbirths — 

8 

3 

5 

Deaths — 

66 

35 

31 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes : — 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 
Total 


Birth  Rate  per  1000 
of  the  estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  ..  16.2 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births  I'OrS 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  l  esi- 
dent  population  ...  8.7 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths,  (live  and  still)  births. 
0  0.0 

0  0.0 

0  0.0 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  24.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  17.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  166.6 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0.0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  0.0 
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Vital 

Compared  with 


Statistics  for 

1935,  1934, 


1936. 

1933,  and 


1932. 


1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population 

lOG 

12-0 

12-6 

lOG 

8-7 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births... 

20G 

19.4 

88‘8 

lOG 

24-5 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  population 

16-3 

170 

14-2 

13-9 

16-2 

Total  Infectious  Diseases  excluding 
Measles  and  Consumption 

9 

17 

19 

20 

28 

Cases  of  Smallpox . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  of  Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  . 

2 

0 

5 

2 

1 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 

3 

13 

10 

7 

21 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 

(all  forms) 

7 

8 

8 

6 

1 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

6 

7 

3 

5 

2 

Cases  of  Malaria  ... 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Deaths  of 

Infants  under 

one  year  of  age. 

Month. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause. 

District, 

March. 

Female. 

2  months. 

Inanition. 

Minster. 

June. 

Female. 

3  months. 

Broncho 

Pneumonia 

Minster. 

October. 

Female. 

4  hours. 

Inanition. 

Minster. 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1936. 

MALES. 


Net  deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring 
within  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages 

Under  1  yeai' 

1  and  under  I 

2  years  | 

2  and  under 

5  years 

5  and  under 

1  15  years 

15  and  under 
25  years 

25  and  under 
45  years 

45  and  under 
65  years 

65  and 

upwards 

1  Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2  Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6  Influenza 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

7  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8  Cerebro  spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira- 

tory  System 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11  Syphilis 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

12  General  Paralysis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

14  Diabetes 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc.  .. 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

16  Heart  Disease  ... 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

17  Aneurysm 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19  Bronchitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

20  Pneumonia  all  forms 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc,  under  2  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

24  .Appendicitis  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26  Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Prema- 

ture  Birth,  Malformations,  etc. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32  Senility 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

33  Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

34  Other  deaths  from  violence  . 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

36  Causes  ill-defined 

or  unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 

34 

0 

0 

0 

4 

3 

2 

7 

18 

CAUSI-:S  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1936. 

FEMALES. 


Not  deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring 
within  or  without  tlie  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages 

Under  1  year 

!  1  and  under  I 

i  2  years  | 

1  2  and  under 

1  5  years 

5  and  under 

15  years 

15  and  under 
25  years 

25  and  under 
45  years 

45  and  under 
65  years 

65  and 

upwards 

1  Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2  Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6  Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7  Encephalitis  Letliargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8  Cerebro-spiual  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira- 

tory  System 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11  Syphilis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12  General  Paralvsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease  .. 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

3 

3 

14  Diabetes 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc. ... 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

16  Heart  Disease  ... 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

8 

17  Aneurysm 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

9 

w 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

19  Bronchitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20  Pneumonia  alt  forms 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc,  under  2  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

24  Appendicitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26  Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31  Congenital  Debility,  I’rema- 

ture  Birth,  Malformations,  etc. 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32  Senility 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

33  Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

34  Other  deaths  from  violence 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

36  Causes  ill-defined 

or  unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 

33 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

8 

18 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 
Medical  Officer  of  Healtli  (Whole  Time) — 

W.  C.  D.  HILLS,  M.Il.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.Lond. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor — 

E.  F.  BRADINC,  A.R.S.L,  M.Inst.M.  and  Cy.E.,  M.S.I.A. 

NURSING. 

The  work  of  the  Association  constantly  increases  and  the  amount 
of  Maternity  cases  is  very  satisfactory. 

Secretary :  Miss  Gurry,  Ivanhoe,  Minster  Road,  Minster. 
Nurse  :  Miss  P.  Flanagan,  5  Queen’s  Road,  Minster. 

STATUTORY  LEGISLATION. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  by  the  adoption  of  legislation. 

A.  — In  the  whole  District: — 

1.  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

2.  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part  III). 

3.  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sections  21,  44,  47,  157. 

4.  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  160,  with  respect  to  ruinous 

or  dangerous  buildings. 

5.  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Sections  67  and  86). 
G.  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

7.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

B.  — Parish  of  Eastchurch,  Leysdown,  and  Minster  : — 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  49. 

C.  — Parish  of  Minster  : — 

In  the  Parish  of  Minster,  Urban  powers  under  Public  Health  Act, 
1875. 

Section  39 — Conveniences. 

Section  42 — Road  watering  and  cleaning. 

Section  44— Bye-laws  as  to  certain  nuisances. 

Section  47  (3) — Overflowing  Cesspools. 

Section  66 — Hydrants. 

Section  152— Adoption  of  Private  Streets. 

Section  157— Building  Bye-laws. 

Section  157  (3)— Ruinous  Buildings. 

BYE  -  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  IN  FORCE. 

1.  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

2.  Cleansing  of  Cesspools. 

3.  Model  Regulations :  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 
HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  SANITARY 

AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
Laboratory.  Ambulance.  Hospitals.  General  and  Fever.  Clinics. 

The  Welfare  Clinics  in  Minster,  Eastchurch  and  Leysdown  are 
under  the  authority  of  the  Kent  County  Council  as  also  is  the  General 
Hosi)ital  at  Minster.  A  small  Bacteriological  Laboratory  is  main¬ 
tained  by  me,  as  a  branch  of  the  County  Laboratory,  at  my  Offices  in 
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yhcoriiess,  and  by  roasoii  of  this  cai  ly  (liay:iu)sis  in  oases  of  sovo  throat 
and  suspeoted  JJiphtlioria  imioli  time  is  saved  wliieh  is  of  tlic  utmost 
iinportanee  to  the  patient. 

Infeetious  J)iseases  are  removed  to  Kcycol  Hill  IIosi)ital,  Sit- 
tingbourne,  at  tlie  expense  of  tlie  lShei)pey  Kural  District  Council. 

Accidents  and  cases  of  illness  requii'ing  removal  are  effected  by 
the  aid  of  the  Sheerness  Ambulances  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade. 

The  General  Hospital  mentioned  above  has  been  greatly  enlarged 
and  imprr)veil  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  of  tlie  Kent  County 
Council  and  includes  a  very  efficient  and  much  a])])reciatcd  Maternity 
Nursing  Home. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  are  four  registered  Midwives  in  the  District,  including  the 
Matron  of  the  Public  Assistance  Maternity  Home. 

NUBSING  HOMES  REGISTBATION  ACT,  1927. 

There  is  one  Registered  Nursing  and  Maternity  Home  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  under  private  and  very  efficient  and  satisfactory  management. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

Minster  and  Eastchurch. 


The  Water  Supply  for  Minster  and  part  of  Eastchurch  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Sheppey  Water  and  Lighting  Company  to  which  Statutory 
Powers  were  given  in  1931.  The  Company  is  at  this  date  presenting 
an  application  for  the  reconstitution  of  the  Company  with  powers  to 
make  further  linancial  arrangements  to  extend  their  works  by  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  further  bore,  mains  and  reservoir. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  Water  Supply. 

County  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 
Sessions  House, 

Maidstone. 


15th  September,  1936. 


Description  of  Sample  :  Sheppey  Public  Water  Supply,  taken  at  Rural 
District  Cooncil  Offices,  7.9.30. 


Parts  per  100,000 


Total  solid  residue  .  .  .  65.0 

Chlorine  .  .  .  .  8.0 

Free  Ammonia  .  .  .  0.0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .  0.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  .  0.05 

Oxygen  absorbed,  i  hour  at  80“  F  .  0.010 

Oxygen  absorbed,  4  hours  at  80“  F  .  0.032 

Nitrites  .  .  .  .  Absent 


Remarks  ;  The  water  was  of  very  good  organic  quality.  The  water 
was  completely  softened  and  it  gave  no  hardness  hgure. 


(Sgd.)  F.  W.  F.  Arnaud. 

Public  Analyst  for  the  County  of  Kent. 
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Leysdowji. 

Tho  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  water  supply  to  Leysdown 
lead  tile  Council  to  make  an  offer  to  i)ui'cliase  the  bore  and  mains  of 
the  Estate  but  no  indication  was  given  of  the  wish  of  the  Estate  to 
sell.  The  Council  have  now  in  course  of  lueparatio.n  a  scheme  for  the 
extensions  of  the  Water  supply  to  Leysdown  Village,  Shellbeach  and 
Shellness,  the  latter  two  ai'eas  being  without  a  supply. 

Warden. 

Warden  and  part  of  Leysdow.n  supplied  by  works  owned  by  the 
Council  have  received  a  constant  supply. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  are  no  rivers  in  the  District.  There  is  one  small  stream  in 
Eastchurch  the  water  from  which  is  not  used  for  drinkmg  ijurposes. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Minster. 

Main  Drainage  Works  Contract  No.  4,  now  almost  completed  has 
provided  main  drainage  from  St.  Peter’s  Church  to  Queeiiborough 
Corner  and  from  Minster  Village  to  Plough  Inn,  in  the  Parish  of  East- 
church.  The  Parish  is  now  sewered  from  end  to  end.  These  works 
will  immediately  do  away  with  over  140  cesspools  and  with  Private 
Street  Works  sewers  will  enable  many  other  cesspools  to  be  abolished. 

With  the  very  large  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  draining 
into  the  main  sewers  it  is  only  natural  that  the  Council  must  extend 
the  disposal  works  to  meet  the  increase  and  this  matter  is  now  being 
dealt  with. 

Eastchurch. 

Eastchurch  has  two  small  sewage  systems.  One  sewer,  which  re¬ 
ceives  drainage  and  W^C’s,  serves  all  the  houses  East  of  the  Church 
and  the  sewage  is  conveyed  to  two  large  settling  tanks  and  clinker 
filters  in  the  Shurland  Meadow. 

The  other  sewer,  which  receives  drainage,  serves  all  the  houses 
West  of  the  Church  and  also  Station  Road;  the  sewer  passes  through 
the  Parsonage  Farm  Meadows,  the  effluent  discharging  into  a  water¬ 
course.  This  watercourse  is  cleansed  yearly. 

Following  an  application  from  the  residejits  of  Eastchurch  for  a 
drainage  system  allowing  proper  sanitation  the  Council  made  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Air  Ministry  for  sanction  to  discharge  sewage  into  the  Air 
Armament  School  system.  Sanction  was  not  forthcoming  and  the  Coun¬ 
cil  are  giving  cmisideration  to  an  alternative  disposal. 

Leysdown  and  Warden. 

Plans  and  Estimate  amounting  to  £17,500  have  been  prepared  to 
give  Main  Drainage  facilities  to  Warden  and  Leysdown.  The  scheme 
is  not  possible  without  substantial  conti-ibutions  from  the  Estates. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  total  number  of  premises  in  the  area  is  2203.  These  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  following  manner 

W.C’s  uito  drainage  system  ...  ...  ...  1330 

W.C’s  into  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  458 

Earth  closets  or  privy  middens  ...  ...  ...  140 

Pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  •••  329 
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SCAVENCiINC;. 

Duriiiu;  the  year  the  Council  liave  taken  over  Scavenging  and  Night 
Soil  collections  hy  direct  lahonr  in  Eastehurch,  VVard('n  and  Leysdown, 
inclnding  the  Air  Arniainent  School.  'I'he  whole  ol  the  Scavenging  is 
now  done  by  direct  labour  thronghont  the  JUiral  District. 


S  AN  ITAE  Y  1 N  SPECTO  R  ’  S 
Mr.  E.  F.  Brading  has  kindly  supplied 
the  Sanitary  Officers’  Oriler  lUiiG. 

Inspections  made 
Statutory  Orders 
Informal  Notices 
Houses  and  Clothing  disinfected 


JIEPOBT. 

me  with  his  report  under 
3058 

.  Nil 

.  107 
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NUISANCES  FOUND  Oil  llEPOilTED  DUlllNO  THE  YEAR. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 
Drainage  Reconstructed 
Drainage  Repaired 
Drainage  Cleansed 
Cesspools  Abolished  ... 
Offensive  Accumulations 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Dampness 

Roofs  and  Rain  Water  Pipes 
Walls  and  Ceilings 
Miscellaneous 


35 

30 

13 

20 

22 

1 

26 

2 

3 

0 
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PREMISES  OR  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  OR  REOULATIONS 

No.  of 


No.  in 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Defects 

District. 

Visits. 

Defects. 

Remedied. 

Bakehouses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Dairies 

66 

70 

9 

3 

Slaughter  Houses — 

Registered 

1 

40 

Licensed 

— 

— 

Other  food  preparing  places 
which  as  such  are  subject 

to  inspection 

— 

— 

Factories 

1 

1 

Workshops 

17 

17 

SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  in  the  area  are  under  the  Kent  County  Council.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  and  the  sanitation  is  satisfactory. 

RAO  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  where  rag  flock  is  manufac¬ 
tured,  used  or  sold. 
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CAMPING. 

The  oiiii)l()ynieiit  of  the  Inspector  has  eliininated  complaints,  eajii 
tary  and  other  nuisances. 


HOUSING. 

No  houses  have  been  erected  by  your  Authority  but  the  needs  of 
the  District  have  been  amply  met  by  the  erection  of  Housing  Estates 
by  private  enterprise  and  which  are  providing  accommodation  for  the 
working  classes  at  rents  within  their  capabilities.  Overcrowding, 
which  proved  to  be  of  small  amount,  has  been  satisfactorily  relieved  by 
transfers  or  by  removals  from  the  area. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  2111 

(b)  Number  of  uispections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2177 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  202 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  205 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  3 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
ofl&cers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR:  — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


w'ere  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ■•.  ■.  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930: — 

(1)  Nuinl)er  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  I'ooins  in  re- 

sj)eet  of  which  Closing  Orders  wei'e  mafic  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  se})arate  tenements  oi'  underground  rooms  in  re¬ 

spect  of  whicli  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tene¬ 
ment  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1935.— OVEIICPOWDING. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

j-ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  8 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  44 

(b)  Number  of  .new'  cases  of  overcrowding  rejiorted  dur¬ 

ing  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  5i 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditio.ns  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Milk  Supply  has  been  under  constant  supeiwision  throughout 
the  year  and  has  been  kejit  at  a  high  and  satisfactory  standard.  Frequent 
samples  have  been  taken  not  only  from  the  farms  and  Dairies  but  also  of 
the  milk  supplied  to  the  different  Schools  throughout  the  whole  district. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  is  one  Licensed  Slaughter  House  and  two  Butcher  Shops  in 
the  district.  All  have  been  conducted  well  and  in  a  cleaidy  manner. 
No  food  has  had  to  be  condemned  during  the  year. 


ADULTERATION. 


FOOD  &  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 


The  number  of  samples  taken  in  the  district  has  been  kindly  sup¬ 
plied  to  me  by  Mr.  W.  R..  Breed,  County  Inspector  of  Weights  & 
Measures,  who  now  takes  these  samples  in  jilace  of  Superintendent 


Hoare,  of  Sittingbourne. 


New'  Milk  10 

Butter  5 

Margarine  2 

Sugar  3 


No  proceedings  were  required. 


Shortex  (Lard  Subs)  1 

Lard  1 

Cookecn  (Lard  Subs)  1 

Brandy  1 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  continued  to  be  small  in  number,  only  one  case  of 
Diphtheria  being  notified  ;  the  increase  in  Scarlet  Fever  was  due  to  12  cases 
occurring  at  the  R.A.F.  Camp,  Eastchurch.  No  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  notified,  and  there  were  only  2  deaths  from  this  disease.  One  case 
of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified.  This  case  was  apparently  imported 
into  the  district,  was  removed  to  Hospital  and  died  ;  no  further  cases 
occurred.  One  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  and  recovered 
and  two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  also  occurred,  were  treated 
and  made  good  recoveries. 


VACCINATION. 


The  followdng  figures  supplied  by  Dr.  Madwar,  the  Public  Vaccin¬ 
ator,  are  those  for  the  whole  year  and  compare  with  those  for  previous 
years. 


Primary 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Vaccinations 

202 

26 

18 

21 

34 

32 

40 

37 

Re-vaccinations 

87 

2 

3 

5 

12 

19 

8 

14 

MALARIA. 

The  united  measures  of  all  Authorities  in  the  matter  of  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  mosquitoes  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Spraying  and  the  keeping  of  ditches  free  from  rushes  as  much  as 
possible  has  been  employed  and  property  owners  have  been  requested 
to  assist  by  taking  the  same  precautions. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year  19o6. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 

Total 

X 

o 

Males  E- 

Females 

Number  removed 

to  Hospital 

Total  deaths 

registered 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

17 

4 

20 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  P3Texia 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F.rysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

0 

3 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

28 

18 

10 

23 

4 

Age  Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


At  ages 

—years 

u 

SI 

CA 

6& 

cc 

Oj 

cc 

CO 

Disease 

CS 

ri 

<o 

tf. 

CC 

V- 

tr. 

cc 

u 

ce 

(b 

(D 

ce 

cO 

c6 

0; 

O 

< 

<Si 

c3 

a. 

ci 

<L 

>. 

>. 

o 

>. 

o 

>. 

cc 

lO 

CO 
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0) 

(M 
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o 

lO 
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o 

o 

c 

■4-3 

o 

•4^ 

c 

.tij 

o 

lO 

o 

lO 

(M 

lO 

rH 

CO 

to 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

1 

11 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

28 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

7 

1 

11 

3 

1 

0 

0 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health 

Act,  1925. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases 

Notified 

Cases  Treated 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Death 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary. 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Under  1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  to  5  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  to  15  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  to  25  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

25  to  35  years 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35  to  45  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45  to  55  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55  to  65  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
Localisation  of  Disease : — 


Female. 

Glands  of  neck.  1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925.  No  action  required. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

No  action  required. 
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